
Eligibility Criteria for the NIGMS Maximizing Investigators’ Research Award (MIRA) for New 
Investigators (NI) and Early Stage Investigators (ESIs) under RFA-GM-16-003 

Do you meet the criteria for a New 
Investigator as defined by NIH  (See 
Frequently Asked Questions - NIH New 
Investigator Policies for definition and 
FAQs) ? 

Yes 

Is your current appointment an assistant 
professor rank or equivalent entry level 
independent investigator position as 
defined by your institution? 

Yes 

Is the work within the NIGMS 
mission? 

Yes 

You are eligible 
to apply for a 
MIRA! 

Do you meet the criteria for an ESI as 
defined by NIH  (See Frequently Asked 
Questions - NIH ESI Policies for definition 
and FAQs)? 

Yes 

Is the work within the NIGMS 
mission? 

Yes 

You are eligible to 
apply for a MIRA! 

Are you a postdoc who 
has not established an 
independent laboratory 
(including those on K99 
awards that have not 
transitioned to an R00)? 

Yes 

You are not eligible to 
apply for a MIRA at this 
time. 
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